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tants: but he showed no vigour. He remained at
Blois trying to persuade the Estates to be reason-
able, seeking to conciliate when conciliation was im-
possible, and by the release of Brissac and other
violent partisans gave leaders to his rebels.

In Paris the news of the assassination of Guise
produced an uncontrollable outburst of sorrow and
passion. The tidings reached the town on Christmas
Eve. At once all signs of rejoicing and festivity
disappeared. The churches were thronged with
mourning crowds, who listened to funeral chants
unaccompanied by music, which took the place of
the cheerful services appointed for the most joyful of
Christian festivals. The preachers did their best to
raise the contagious emotions of the people to the
highest pitch of fury. They denounced in unmeas-
ured terms the treacherous murderer, the Ahab, the
impure Herod, the Judas possessed not by one but
by 10,000 devils, to whom they would no longer
give the name of king. The Sorbonne (Jan. 17,
1589) solemnly declared that, owing to his manifold
crimes, the subjects of Henry III. were released
from their allegiance. The Parliament attempted
to resist, by continuing to administer justice in the
King's name, but the more obstinate magistrates
were thrown into the Bastille, and the more pliant
compelled to make common cause with the munici-
pality and with the Council which had been appointed
to carry on the government in the name of the Holy
Catholic Union.

The Duke of Mayenne, the eldest surviving brother
of Guise, presided, with the style of Lieutenant-